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                               For the full detail of this evening’s Council Meeting, please visit www.watchreadingohio.com. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
President Mr. Mattscheck called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 
 
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
President Mr. Mattscheck led those in attendance in a prayer and then the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present:  Mr. Powell, Mr. Bronner, Mr. Bishop, Mr. Boehner, Mrs. Kroeger, Mr. Thamann,   
& Mrs. Eadicicco. 
 
OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Treasurer Brenda Owens, Auditor Sabrina Smith  
& Clerk of Council Carla Albrinck. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion to approve December 19, 2024 (Special) Council Minutes made by Mr. Boehner, 
seconded by Mrs. Eadicicco.  Motion carried by a voice vote. 
 
AUDIENCE ASKING PARTICIPATION: None 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: None 
- October 2024 Mayor’s Court Monthly Disbursement Report  
   ~ 145 Bench warrants Issued, 445 Cases Heard & $20,159.00 Collected 
 
GUEST SPEAKERS: None 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: None 
 
GUEST ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIAL REPORTS:| 
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes:  
- Hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and holiday. We need to keep all in our prayers who need help. 
- Thank you to everyone who removed cars from the streets, stayed home, took care of neighbors who needed help  
   and cleared fire hydrants.  Thank you to all who work for our City - Dedicated City employees who care. 
- I and the administrative team work hard to maintain a great work environment and get our departments and employees  
   the training and equipment they need to serve us well. 
- To maintain excellent city services takes having resources to fund them. At City Hall we work very hard on economic  
   development and have done very well at keeping businesses and encouraging them to grow here and attracting new  
   businesses and as their tax dollars fund our city services we use every dollar wisely so that our departments serve our  
   residents, businesses, schools and organizations well. 
- Thanks to Pat, Todd, Darrell, Brian, Susan, Linda Fitzgerald for all their hard work in 2024. 
- Thanks to Council, Law Director, Mayors Court, Michelle Cranmer for 34 plus years of service.  Thanks also to the Water  
   Department, the New Building Department, Gerry Stoker, our City Engineers, and Dan Brooks for 30 years of service. 
- It takes all of us working together and I and my administrative team spend hours planning, discussing issues,  
   communicating , prioritizing and striving to provide better services every day. 
- In 2025 - more paving projects - Koehler, Landy Lane, Maple Drive, and Harvest Lane and Improvements on Reading Road  
   using $2 million from ODOT. We also received $860,000 in grant dollars to pave E Crest, Crestmont and part of W Crest. 
- In 2025 new lights will be installed at Koenig Park (using $50K from VYO, $15 K from Parks Foundation) keeping  
   VYO activities alive and helping 300 boys and girls active with healthy activities for 6 months each year. 

http://www.watchreadingohio.com/
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- Other plans for 2025 include new diving boards and other improvements at the city pool, a new track at the stadium,  
   and a new plow truck. We have also begun to study the feasibility of a levy for a new firehouse and city hall. 

 
LAW DIRECTOR:  Dave Stevenson:  (No Report) 
 
TREASURER:  Brenda Owens 
- A note about the December Individual numbers: as you can see, they are quite different from recent years.  We were able 
to get our “failed to file” letters out in early December and had a nice response to them (The prior year we were not able to 
get them out until January 2024, which boosted the January numbers).  This will unfortunately make comparisons a bit 
skewed for the current period and for 2025 (Both for December 2024 and January 2025—possibly even December 2025).  
Overall, I think 2024 was a great, steady year! Looking forward to another great one in 2025! 
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AUDITOR:  Sabrina Smith:  
- I am happy to report that we are completely reconciled for 2024. It took a lot of work to get to this point and I can't  
   say enough how amazing our staff is.  
- Looking back in 2023 we started with just under $14M. In 2024 just over $14M.  
- For 2025 we are starting the year with just over $15M. 
- Please take a look at our balances in the different funds when you have time.  
- Tonight, I am asking for 4 transfer ordinances not to exceed $8M over the course of the year from the City Earnings Tax  
   Fund to the General Fund.  
- On the Month to Date Report for January you will see some MTD Increases. This only includes transfer for Streets and  
   Curbs and all the transfers for the water collection and sewer bills for October-December 2024.  
- We've already started the GAAP Statements for 2024. I have sent an Audit File of many reports to our Auditors.  
    This is a yearly filing that is due by the state of Ohio by the end of May 2025.  
 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
FINANCE:  Andy Bronner  
- Next committee meeting will be held on Thursday, January 23 at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers. 

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS:  Mark Bishop (No Report) 
 
ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Dave Powell  
My top priority for the planning, zoning, and environment committee this year is to finalize the rework of our zoning code. 
When I became aware that there will be a new zoning administrator appointed, I paused our work on the matter. Once the 
new zoning administrator has been appointed, I want to get their input and host another committee meeting on the 
matter. 
 
Another topic I would like to tackle is food trucks. I have reached out to the Cincinnati Food Truck Association, and I have 
been researching how other communities in the area regulate food trucks. Input on this matter from citizens, fellow council 
members, and members of the administration would be appreciated. 
 
LAWS & CONTRACTS:  Katie Eadicicco 
There’s a couple of hires I wanted to follow up on.  First, have we hired a new Code Enforcement Officer?  If so, I would like 
to invite them to a council meeting so we can meet them and introduce ourselves.  Same goes for a new Building 
Department Official.  We were told last year that Mr. Brooks was retiring, and I would like to invite his replacement to a 
council meeting.  I hope these two new hires lead to some proactive changes and improvements in the city.  

Lastly, I will be having a Laws and Contracts committee meeting on Tuesday, January 28TH at 6:30 PM in the caucus room. 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Shelly Kroeger 
Police Department run count for December 2024 
·         Calls for service                       886 
·         314Auto Accidents                  32 
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·         Booking Original Charges       94 
Total Criminal Charges                    119  

Citations Issued  
·         Hamilton County                     10 
·         Arlington Heights                    28 
·         Juvenile                                     4 
·         Reading Mayor’s                      94 
Total Citations                                   139  

Fire Departments run count for December  2024  
·         EMS Responses                       203 
·         Fire Responses                        42 
Total Responses                                245 
 
Total run counts for 2024 
EMS Responses                           2,502 
Fire Responses                             640 
Total Responses                          3,142 (3.6% increase from 2023) 

 For the month of December, the FLOCK cameras hit for 2 stolen vehicles. Both vehicles were found and both suspects were 
arrested. There were packages stolen from porches, forged checks, disorderly conduct, theft and OVI. Even though 
temperatures are colder, we are still seeing car breaks ins.  Please remember to lock your vehicles or remove all valuables. 
 
- Members assisted with traffic control at the Reading Holiday Walk event on 12/6. 
- RFD Christmas Party was held on 12/14. 
- Multiple members attended Michelle Cranmer’s retirement luncheon on 12/30. 

SERVICE:  Bob Boehner           
- Will pass along the compliments to the Service Department regarding the recent Snow Removal. 
   We still have PLENTY of salt for us to use this year for any snow events. 
- Water Mane break in front of the Reading Feed Mill … this could be a big one. 
- Next committee meeting will be held sometime in late February. 
                      
RECREATION:  Scott Thamann 
We are accepting applications for pool employees this summer. We have an ordinance on the agenda to increase the wages 
for all staff, so please pick up applications at city hall if interested.  
 
For the year ahead for the Recreation Committee, we are looking to replace playground equipment at three of our parks. 
We are still working on the creation of a leash-free dog park, and we are hoping to replace the filtration system at the 
community pool. We should have the plans in a few days. I would like to schedule a Recreation Committee meeting for 
Tuesday, January 21 at 6:30 in Council Chambers.  
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OTHER BUSINESS:  None 
 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
READING OF RESOLUTIONS:  None 
 
READING OF ORDINANCES:  
(1)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO MAKE TRANSFERS NOT TO EXCEED $2,000,000.00 FROM  
       THE CITY EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND FROM JANUARY 1, 2025 – MARCH 31, 2025. 
 
        Motion made by Mrs. Eadicicco, seconded by Mr. Bronner to suspend the rule that requires a second and third reading. 
        Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mrs. Kroeger, seconded by Mr. Bishop to adopt the ordinance.   
        Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
      
        ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                    ORDINANCE NUMBER 2025-01 
 
(2)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO MAKE TRANSFERS NOT TO EXCEED $2,000,000.00 FROM  
       THE CITY EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND FROM APRIL 1, 2025 – JUNE 30, 2025. 
 
        Motion made by Mr. Bronner, seconded by Mrs. Kroeger to suspend the rule that requires a second and third reading. 
        Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Bishop, seconded by Mr. Boehner to adopt the ordinance.   
        Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
      
        ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                    ORDINANCE NUMBER 2025-02 
 
(3)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO MAKE TRANSFERS NOT TO EXCEED $2,000,000.00 FROM  
       THE CITY EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND FROM JULY 1, 2025 – SEPTEMBER 30, 2025. 
  
        Motion made by Mr. Boehnerr, seconded by Mrs. Kroeger to suspend the rule that requires a second and third reading. 
        Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mrs. Kroeger, seconded by Mrs. Eadicicco to adopt the  
        ordinance.  Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
      
        ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                    ORDINANCE NUMBER 2025-03 
 
(4)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO MAKE TRANSFERS NOT TO EXCEED $2,000,000.00 FROM  
       THE CITY EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND FROM OCTOBER 1, 2025 – DECEMBER 31, 2025.   
  
        Motion made by Mr. Boehner, seconded by Mr. Bronner to suspend the rule that requires a second and third reading. 
        Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Bishop, seconded by Mr. Bronner to adopt the ordinance.   
        Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
      
        ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                    ORDINANCE NUMBER 2025-04 



CITY OF READING, OHIO 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION 

JANUARY 7, 2025 – 7:30 PM 
 

Page 6                                         01-07-2025 Reading Council Minutes 
 
 

 
(5)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A 2026 INTERNATIONAL PLOW TRUCK FOR AN  
       AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $220,000.00 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
  
        Motion made by Mrs. Eadicicco, seconded by Mrs. Kroeger to suspend the rule that requires a second and third reading. 
        Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Bishop, seconded by Mr. Bronner to adopt the ordinance.   
        Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
      
        ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                    ORDINANCE NUMBER 2025-05 
 
(6)  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 2023 - 47 WHICH AUTHORIZES THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR  
       TO EMPLOY CERTAIN TEMPORARY; SEASONAL AND PART-TIME HELP AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
  
        Motion made by Mr. Bronner, seconded by Mrs. Kroeger to suspend the rule that requires a second and third reading. 
        Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mrs. Kroeger, seconded by Mrs. Eadicicco to adopt the  
        ordinance.  Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
      
        ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                    ORDINANCE NUMBER 2025-06 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS: None 

ADJOURNMENT: 
Mr. Boehner moved to adjourn.  Mr. Bronner seconded.  Motion carried by voice vote.   
The meeting was adjourned at 8:19 pm. 
 

 

X______________________________________           X______________________________________ 
   Carla Albrinck                                                                Kevin Mattscheck 
   Clerk of Council                                                                President of Council 


